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Extreme Tourism at Chernobyl  

 Throughout the ages, people from all walks of life have loved the idea of an adventure. 

Many individuals use earned vacation days to explore unfamiliar locations; the people who do so 

are known as tourists. Most people have been tourists at some point whether on domestic or 

foreign land; however, a new type of tourism is taking shape, which is called extreme tourism. In 

extreme tourism, people travel to dangerous locations to participate in events like driving on the 

world’s most dangerous road. A particular place in the world is becoming quite popular in 

extreme tourism, and the place is Chernobyl. Chernobyl is the Ukrainian nuclear plant, which 

had a reactor to explode and cause radiation leakage in the surrounding areas. Based on 

Chernobyl’s infamous history, I would highly suggest not visiting the site due to risks of 

radiation poisoning, unsafe structures in the area, and the trip’s high cost.  

 Although factual evidence indicates the severity of the Chernobyl disaster, I am not a 

scientific expert on the event. For my purposes, I am discussing the basic reasons why a college 

freshman should not visit the area. The reasoning for this project is based on previous knowledge 

of the incident and research obtained through class discussions and Internet sources. The 

explosion of the Chernobyl reactor caused thousands of families to be misplaced and led to 

health complications among many victims. The tragic event showed people throughout the world 

the harmful effects radiation causes, and the disaster will live in infamy.  
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 For a college freshman, I would first recommend not visiting Chernobyl due to vast 

amounts of radiation present in the area. The documentary, Chernobyl Heart by Maryann De 

Leo, followed Adi Roche, the founder of Ireland’s Chernobyl Children’s Project, through 

Ukraine and Belarus in 2003. In the film, Roche visited youth and children affected by the 

disaster. The youth shown suffered from thyroid cancer caused by radiation from Chernobyl, and 

the tumors covering the teens’ bodies were massive in size. Also, I had difficulty viewing the 

children in the film. A countless number of children lived in orphanages because they were born 

with horrific deformities related to Chernobyl. A young boy was born with no arms or legs. 

Then, a four year-old girl’s brain was not inside of her skull; her brain had developed as a large 

skin-covered lump on the back of her neck (“Chernobyl Heart”). If you receive radiation 

poisoning from Chernobyl, you risk having a child with birth deformities. Think of your future 

before deciding to tour the site.   

 Then, the food and animals surrounding Chernobyl are not safe. In Chernobyl Heart, an 

adolescent boy was being tested for radiation poisoning, and doctors discovered the boy’s 

favorite jar of jam was extremely radioactive (“Chernobyl Heart”). What if you purchased and 

consumed radioactive jam without knowing so? You could become extremely sick and possibly 

develop cancer. Plus, in a National Geographic article discussing wildlife in Chernobyl, 

“scientists… observed that…species [showed] signs of troubling genetic changes” (Kaufman). If 

animals are not doing well in the area, no human is safe near the radioactive wasteland. Besides, 

“levels of dangerous cesium, a radioactive isotope…are still elevated…as far away as Norway 

and Germany” (Kaufman). If radiation from Chernobyl is continually being detected in foreign 

countries, imagine how deadly the radiation is near and around the site.  
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  Additionally, based on prior knowledge, the Chernobyl reactor has been deemed very 

unstable, and people fear it will explode again in the near future. A person should not be in the 

presence of an object, which is capable of causing a deadly explosion. Also, according to an 

article in The Telegraph, a United Kingdom newspaper, tourists visiting Chernobyl must sign a 

document; by signing the document, a tour guide is not held responsible for health issues related 

to the radioactive area (Osborn). The tour companies are essentially stating they are 

knowledgeable of the radiation; however, the companies are more interested in making a profit 

than people’s health and wellbeing. Not to mention, a tour guide named Vita Polyakova 

truthfully told a group they needed to leave Chernobyl immediately; she boldly stated, “‘There 

are huge holes in the sarcophagus covering the reactor’”(Osborn). Polyakova understood the 

imminent danger surrounding Chernobyl, and she was bravely willing to protect her tour group 

over making a profit (Osborn).  

 Next, visiting the site is disrespectful to the survivors and victims of Chernobyl. Innocent 

people perished during and after the disaster. Thousands had to leave precious belongings behind 

like family photos. Imagine losing meaningful items in which you cannot reclaim, and yet, 

people make a living from another’s misfortunes. Andrew W. Lehren, a writer for The New York 

Times, wrote an article called “Walking the Streets of a Nuclear Ghost Town”. In the article, 

Lehren wrote, “Ninety-four signs. Towns no one can come back to.” He was describing the 

tremendous loss Chernobyl caused. The town of Pripyat where Chernobyl employees lived “was 

the home of many firefighters who left that fateful night to respond to a blaze at the reactor” and 

never returned home (Lehren). For numerous people, the memories of the tragic event have not 

faded away; when a person is in Ukraine, “[he or she is] bound to meet people who can tell [him 

or her] where they were the day of the accident” (Lehren). Chernobyl and the surrounding areas 
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deserve to be treated with the utmost respect to remember all who were affected by the horrific 

tragedy.   

 Lastly, affording a trip to Chernobyl would be expensive. Based on TripAdvisor, Inc., a 

round-trip flight with lodging to Ukraine would cost $2,302 (“Finding the Cheapest Flights”). As 

a college freshman, the trip would cost a tremendous amount. Most college students survive on 

very tight budgets, and the trip’s cost does not include: food, tour expenses, special clothing, a 

rental car, or souvenir funds. Then, to rent a compact car per day would cost $47 (“KAYAK”); 

furthermore, for a week in Ukraine, a rental car with gas would be over $300. Also, a person may 

have to renew or obtain a new passport, which for an adult is $110 (“Fees”). Not to mention, 

clothes worn during the tour might have to be tossed if covered in radioactive waste. As you are 

able to notice, visiting Chernobyl would be unreasonably overpriced.  

 With the opinions of many believing Chernobyl is not safe, some people nevertheless 

might desire to visit the site. All people long for adventure, and it is not often people have the 

opportunity to visit an area where a radioactive disaster occurred. It definitely would be a 

vacation for the books; however, people must not forget the dangers Chernobyl involves, which 

include: the risk of harmful amounts of radiation, hurting oneself in a dilapidated building near 

the site, and the excessive amount the trip would cost. Also, the lasting effects of large quantities 

of radiation are not entirely known. I am not an expert on disasters involving radiation, but I 

strongly believe scientists will learn more about the dangers of radiation.  

 Furthermore, no person can truly know what Chernobyl will be like in the future. In 10 

years, people could be able to live near the plant, and scientists might discover radiation is not as 

harmful as currently thought to be. The land surrounding Chernobyl could thrive. Then, a 

horrific event could become a valuable lesson for all nations. Overall though, until more 
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scientific research is thoroughly conducted on Chernobyl, I would strongly recommend planning 

an extreme vacation elsewhere for your safety.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



C. 6 

Work Cited  

"Chernobyl Heart." Top Documentary Films RSS. Maryann De Leo, n.d. Web. 24 June 2015. 

 "Fees." Fees. U.S. Passports and International Travel, 09 Jan. 2015. Web. 24 June 2015. 

 "Finding the Cheapest Flights." Cheap Flights to Chernobyl, Kiev Oblast (IEV). N.p., n.d. Web. 

 24 June 2015. 

 Kaufman, Rachel. "Pictures: Animals Inherit Mixed Legacy at Chernobyl." National 

 Geographic. National Geographic Society, 26 Apr. 2011. Web. 24 June 2015. 

 "KAYAK." Redirect. N.p., n.d. Web. 24 June 2015. 

 Lehren, Andrew W. "Walking the Streets of a Nuclear Ghost Town." The New York Times. The 

 New York Times, 26 May 2012. Web. 24 June 2015. 

 Osborn, Andrew. "Chernobyl: The Toxic Tourist Attraction." The Telegraph. Telegraph Media 

 Group, 6 Mar. 2011. Web. 24 June 2015. 

 


